MAHATMA
On April 13 Lt-Governor of the Punjab requested the Viceroy
to direct him "to suspend function of ordinary criminal courts in
Amritsar and Lahore districts, to establish martial law therein and to
direct trials of offenders under the Regulation of 1804, by courts
martial." The request was granted on April 15. Martial law soon
descended all over the province. It was cut off from the rest of India
by a rigid censorship; hardly any news was allowed to go and it was
very difficult for people to enter or leave the province. Martial law
was withdrawn on June n, except on railway lands. It was finally
withdrawn on August 25. Slowly after months of agonized suspense,
the curtain lifted and the horrible truth was known.
Speaking as president of the All-India Moderates Conference,
Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyar summed up the horrors of Dyer regime:
"The wholesale slaughter of hundreds of men at Jallianwala Bagh
without giving the crowd an opportunity to disperse, the indifference
of General Dyer to the condition of hundreds of people who were
wounded in the firing of machine-guns into crowds who had dispersed
and taken to their heels, the flogging of men in public, the order com-
pelling thousands of students to walk sixteen miles a day for roll-calls,
the arrest and detention of 500 students and professors, the compel-
ling of school children of five to seven to attend parade to salute
the flag, the order imposing upon owners of property the responsibi-
lity for the safety of the martial-law posters stuck on their properties,
the flogging of a marriage party, the censorship of mails, the closure
of the Badshahi mosque for six weeks, the arrest and detention of
people without any substantial reason especially of people who had
rendered service to the state, the flogging of six of the biggest boys in
the Islamia School simply because they happened to be schoolboys
and big boys, the construction of an open cage for the confinement of
arrested persons, the invention of novel punishments like the crawling
order, the skipping order, the handcuffing and roping together of
persons and keeping them in open trucks for fifteen hours, the use of
aeroplanes and Lewis guns against unarmed citizens, the taking
of hostages and the confiscation and destruction of property for the
purpose of securing the attendance of absentees, the handcuffing of
Hindus and Muslims in pairs with the object of demonstrating the
consequences of Hindu-Muslim unity, the cutting off of electric and
water supplies from Indian houses, the removal of fans from Indian
houses and giving them for use to Europeans, the commandeering of